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This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
July 21, 1994
UM NAMES NEW DEAN OF FORESTRY SCHOOL
MISSOULA Perry Brown, associate dean for instruction, continuing education and international programs
at Oregon State University’s College of Forestry, will move to Missoula in September as dean of
The University of Montana School of Forestry, UM President George Dennison announced.
"We’re very pleased and excited to have Perry Brown join us," Dennison said. "He brings a
wealth and range of experience that will serve the school and the university well as we prepare for
the challenges of the 21st century."
Brown said he is excited by the opportunity to take the helm of "a program poised right on
the edge of really taking off toward distinction ... and national recognition."
"It’s a great forestry school and a great faculty," he said. "I sensed a lot of energy among
the faculty and students, a real desire to keep the program moving. And there’s a real concern and
interest in serving the people of Montana."
Brown praised the school’s diversity of programs and research areas. One area of strength
is ecosystem management, he said, noting that UM’s faculty expertise and location put it in an
excellent position to become a major force in that burgeoning field.
"I was very impressed with Perry’s attraction to the forestry school," said UM business
school Dean Larry Gianchetta, chair of the forestry-dean search committee. "He really feels that
this is a remarkable forestry school with a remarkable faculty and one that can be known
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worldwide for the work that it does. And quite honestly I think he’s exacdy the person to take it to
those heights."
Gianchetta said Brown made an excellent impression during his May visit to campus,
drawing an enthusiastic response, not only from the forestry faculty, but from "all circles on
campus and wherever we took him throughout the community."
Brown’s Northwest experience was also a factor in his favor, Gianchetta said, noting, "I
personally feel that his setting at Oregon State gives him a good understanding of the political and
economic environment with which he’ll be confronted in Montana. I think that will be very helptul
to him."
Brown, an OSU faculty member since 1973, has held his current post since 1988. He was
interim director of the Oregon Tourism Institute from 1987 to 1989, and has held editorial positions
with the Utah Tourism and Recreation Review, the Journal of Leisure Research and the Journal of
Leisure Sciences.
His research focuses on natural resources, river and wilderness planning; tourism and tourist
behavior; outdoor recreation behavior and management; and public values and benefits of wildlife,
natural resources and outdoor recreation. He holds a master’s degree in forestry recreation and a
doctorate in outdoor recreation and social psychology from Utah State University, as well as a
master’s degree in survey research and social psychology from the University of Michigan.
Brown will succeed former Dean Sid Frissell, who retired in 1993.
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Contacts: Perry Brown, (503) 737-2005; Larry Gianchetta, 243-6125.
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